
F E D E RAL C O MMUN ICATI O N S C O MMISSIO N 

W AS HI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIR M AN 

The Honorable David Cicilline 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2244 Raybwn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cicilline: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1tisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Fwiher, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radjo licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go faiiher. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i!:ki{c_L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E DERA L C O MMUN IC ATIONS C O MMISSIO N 

W ASHING T O N 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Katherine M. Clark 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1721 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Clark: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of politicaJ advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
sateJlite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve11ising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that l 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely/ ~ ~ 

J;:UJ!~I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICAT IO N S COM MISSION 

W AS H INGTON 

Ol'FICE OF 

TH E CHA I R MA N 

The Honorable Yvette D. Clarke 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2351 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Clarke: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun-ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to infmmation about political advertising. For exan1ple, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to inc,lude cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~/Jy_l 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMUNICAT ION S COMMISSIO N 

W AS H IN G T O N 

OFFI CE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Steve Cohen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2404 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cohen: 

March l 0, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full discloslll"e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yo LU· letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fmther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted ruJes to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new ruJes expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Coffilrussion should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yow· views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;:;:Jf<L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C O MMU N ICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W AS HI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 
Tl'tE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2238 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Connolly: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cuTI"ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceecling, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to infonnation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sw1light on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Comm1ssion should go fa1ther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

TJJ~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNIC ATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

WAS HINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIR M AN 

The Honorable John Conyers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2426 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Conyers: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political. advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fwiher, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely,/ ~ ~. 

)?;: UJj{<.. I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL C O MMU NICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

WASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

T HE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jim Cooper 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1536 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cooper: '-

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow- letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to info1mation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve11ising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requjrements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cuJrent "editorial control" definition and 
will shlne more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commi.ssion should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely,/ . / j 
' ~jµt~;.__ 

Tom Wheeler 



F E D E R A L C O MMUNICATIO N S C O MMISSION 

WAS HING T O N 

OF'FICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jim Costa 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1314 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Costa: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yow· views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponso1ing organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. 1 appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fa11her. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~kAL 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMU N ICAT ION S C O M MISSION 

W AS H INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Joe Courtney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2348 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Courtney: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onJine file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control' ' definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that I 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~kif<_L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COM MU N ICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAI AMAN 

The Honorable Joseph Crowley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1436 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Crowley: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand lhe onJine file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cun-ent "editorial control" defrnition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not Jost. 

Sincerely/ ~ ~ 

;;: //!)!~!~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMU NICATIO N S C O MMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C H AIRMAN 

The Honorable Henry Cuellar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2209 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cuellar: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to info rmation about political adve1iising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s onJine public inspection file database. As of July 20 14, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincere/J{<_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C O MMU N IC ATI O N S COMMISSION 

WAS HING T O N 

OFFICE 01" 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2230 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cummings: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urgi ng the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

S ince becoming Chainnan of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fil e database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
sate llite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cun-ent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fa1tber. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincere'/ tkL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C OMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Danny K. Davis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2159 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Davis: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definjtion. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and 1 respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to iJ1formation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate frilly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;;Mfc_l 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMM U NIC ATIONS C O MMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

Ol'"FICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Susan A. Davis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1214 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Davis: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chainnan of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertiseme.nfs sponsor. Further. on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requLrements to include cable operators, 
sateJlite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shfoe more sunlight on political aod issue adve1tising. 1 appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerek ,/{c_L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E DERAL C O MMUNICATION S C O MMISSIO N 

W AS HI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Peter A. DeFazio 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2134 Rayburn House Office Bui.lding 
Washlngton, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Defazio: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

' 
As your letter indicates, the current d'efinition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 

organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and 1 respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely'; / j 

j;:/4)1~!~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL. COMMUN ICATIO N S CO MMISSION 

W A S H INGTON 

O rFICE OF 
THE C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Diana DeGette 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2368 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman DeGette: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter mging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current defini6on of "editorial control" is the sponso1ing 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~Mf<-l 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COM MUNICATIO N S COMMISSIO N 

W ASH INGTON 

OFF ICE OF 

THE C HAIR M'°' N 

The Honorable John Delaney 
U.S. Ho use of Representatives 
1632 Longwo11h House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Delaney: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve11isements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow· letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chahman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s onJine public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to jdentify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;??~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERA L C O MMUNICATI O NS C O MMISSIO N 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHA IRMAN 

The Honorable Suzan DelBene 
U.S. House of Representatives 
318 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman DelBene: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Conunission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fwther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition. and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~M~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNICATIO N S COMMISSIO N 

WAS H IN GT O N 

OFFICE OF 
THI!: CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Mark DeSauJnjer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
327 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman DeSaulnier: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve11ising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely/ ~ ~ 

I =-UJ!~!~ 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL CO MMUNIC ATI O N S C O MMISSIO N 

WAS HI NGT O N 

OrrlCE OF 
THE CHA IRMAN 

The Honorable Ted Deutch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2447 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Deutch: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your Jetter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's on line public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve11isement's sponsor. Frn1her, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
sate.llite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Comntission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

T:kk-L 
Tom Wheeler 


